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1. Vuoksi RBD
2. Kymijoki-Gulf of Finland RBD
3. Kokemäenjoki-Archipelago Sea- Bothnian Sea RBD
4. Oulujoki-Iijoki RBD
5. Kemijoki RBD

Two international river basin districts (IRBD) have also been 
designated covering parts of Finland:

6. Tornionjoki IRBD (shared with Sweden)
7. Teno, Näätämöjoki and Paatsjoki IRBD (shared with Norway)

8. A separate RBD has been defined to cover the autonomous 
Åland Islands, where the WFD is being implemented by the 
provincial government.

Finland´s eight river basin districts (RBD’s)



Number of water bodies and monitoring stations

Surface water 
category

WFD 2015

sites water bodies

Lakes 1637 4603

Rivers 962 1913

Coastal 259 276

Ground-waters 442 3511



Ecological status of surface waters
by proportion of total length (rivers) or surface area

• New status classification will be finalized
in 30.6.2019 and published in August 2019

36% 15%
66%



Ground waters

• 3794 groundwater bodies
• 377 GWB’s at risk not achieving good status
• 3 poor quantitative status
• 96 poor chemical status

• Commission feedback:
• monitoring coverage (especially quantitative monitoring)
• grouping (basis for grouping was unclear)

• Goals for 3rd RBMP
• improve trend assessment with a statistical method
• find a way to increase the number of monitoring sites



Commission feedback from 2nd Cycle

• Strengths
• Public participation and international co-operation
• Improved coverage and reliability of classification and monitoring
• Enhanced knowledge about groundwater

• Weaknesses
• Coverage in biological data
• Hydromorphology and Chemical monitoring should be developed
• Justification for excemptions
• Pressures-Measures connection



River Basin Management



Process of updating RMBP

Coordination with RBMP:s



Marine Strategy Management



Coordination with Marine Strategy



Flood Risk Management



Coordination with Flood Risk Management



RBMP for 2022-2027
Updates the RBMP’s:

• no changes to principals of characterization, typology and classification of 
waters

• Preliminary status assessment calculated in SYKE, final confirmation of status in 
regional level

• New supporting data from remote sensing data in lakes and coastal waters.
• New principles and criteria for significant pressures and risk assessment of 

ground waters 
• New priority substances and updated threshold values included in Chemical 

classification
• Modifications on status assessment of Heavily Modified Waters

1st public hearing began 1.8.2018 together with Marine Strategy Planning
14



Syke.fi/tarkka/en

New tools



NEW DATA MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

USER INTERFACE

ANALYSES AND OPERATIONAL TOOLS

WFD / MSD DATA REGISTERS

REPORTING SERVICES
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Hydrological data 

Land-Use data

Climate data

Population register

Species data



Programme of measures in 2021-2027

• Process

• Updating the toolbox in national level: Sector teams with experts and stakeholders
DL 9/2019

• Data management system under development

• Planning process in regional level begin (end of 2019)

• Main principles:

• No major changes in the measures, evaluation of impacts or cost/benefits

• Clear connection between measures and pressures and between national and KTM

• Special attention to: monitoring of indicators, hazardous substances, connection with
marine strategy and flood risks and adaption to climate change.

• Stakeholder involvement and perpective to improve the implementation. 



Progress in implentation of PoM- Visualisation
project
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MS measures

Will be pulished
in June 2019



Welcome to Finland! 

• Water and Marine Directors Meeting 25.-26.11.2019, Helsinki

• CIS Groundwater Working Group Meeting and Joint Workshop of Groundwater and 
Drinking Water experts 14.-16.102019, Helsinki

• Network of European Environmental Lawyers (NEEL) Conference 20.9.2019, 
Helsinki

Water related meetings in



Digitalization and new data sources

• Several EU-Commission Projects address the adoption of 
digitalization and new monitoring methods

• Idea of ”digital review of environmental Directives” raised in 
seminars and workshops

• Finland Promotes new Satellite solutions for water quality
classification during EU-presidency
• Several presentation and sessions in Conferences and Seminars: 

Arctic Seminar, Space Week



Thank You!


